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Melinda Beeuwkes Buntin is a health economist and a member of Senator
Obama's health policy committee. She received her Ph.D. in Health Policy
with a concentration in economics from Harvard University. Dr. Buntin's
research has focused on markets for health insurance and on provider
payment strategies. Her current projects include studies of the impact of
high-deductible health plans, the determinants of increases in Medicare
payments for physicians' services, and the cost and outcomes of post-
acute care for older patients. She has received research funding from
numerous private foundations, federal agencies, and the National
Institutes of Health. Dr. Buntin has been interviewed about her work for
national media outlets including NPR and the New York Times. Today she
is speaking as a private citizen and campaign volunteer: her current
employer, a nonpartisan research organization, does not endorse any
candidate.
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